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Tireless lobbying  by the Earl of Devon, A.L. 
Francis and the Rev. Thomas Cross, 
combined  with  the Chapel Building  Fund 
allowed  it  to be built . 

The Chapel was consecrated on St. ÂħƘħƋӧƏ 
Day, 1883 with  much pomp and ceremony 
with  OBs, local  civic  wardens,  local  
clergymen and the Bishop of Exeter (and 
OB), Frederick  Temple. 

Subscriptions for the new chapel, c. 1882



It  soon became clear  that  more space was 
needed. Many improvements  were made in 
the first  decade or so including : 

ÅThe Victoria  Aisle, to commemorate   
Queen éŉěƘŭƋŉĀӧƏ jubilee  (1887) 

ÅThe Choir  Vestry (1892) 

ÅThe Pulpit  (1893)

ÅA spire  to commemorate  the life  of the 
first  chaplain,  the Rev. Thomas Cross 
who drowned  at sea (1894).

Plan for the new spire, c. 1893



The war  memorial,  fashioned in the style of the 
cross of Eyam was consecrated in November  
1920, to commemorate  the 195 Old Blundellians  
who fell  in the Great War. The design, inspired  
by the words  of Wykeham Chancellor,  was 
deliberate : the intricate  knots  chosen to 
ӦƏƸŤęŭŞŉƏħ the difficulties  which  beset those 
who would  choose the straight  and narrow  way 
leading to ƏĀŞưĀƘŉŭťӧ.

Remembrance Day, 2007



A.L. Francis  was instrumental  in 
the establishment  of the new site 
at Horsdon  and successfully  
guiding the School through  the 
financial  crisis  between 1874 and 
1917, improving  the boarding  
accommodation  and curriculum  
during  his Headship . Given his 
monumental  standing within  the 
7ŞƝťġħŞŞӧƏ community,  it  is 
perhaps  hardly  surprising  that  
following  his death in 1925, a new 
memorial  window  was planned  
for  the Chapel. 

A.L. Francis Memorial Sermon, 1925



The design included  Peter Blundell ; Walter  de 
Stapleton,  Bishop of Exeter (1308-26); 
Frederick  Temple, Archbishop  of Canterbury ; 
and Augustus Francis and was consecrated 
on OB Day 1929. The design was created by 
Mr. Archibald  Nicholson,  of London and cost 
around  £500. 

The new Francis Memorial Window photo, 1929



The interior  of the chapel 
changed significantly  by the late 
1930s, when the Headmaster,  
Neville  Gorton,  introduced  many 
aesthetic changes including : 

ÅMaking the Eucharist  more 
central  to the ěņĀƈħŞӧƏ design

Å Removing blocks  of pews near 
the sanctuary

Å Blocking up the three east 
windows

Å Removing the back panelling
Å New black concrete replacing  

the original  floor  for  the new 
altarӍ this  was laid  by the boys 
themselves.

 

Boys putting the new altar together, 1937



The new Ӥ]ŭƋƘŭťӥ altar,  as it  became known  at 
the time,  was created by the boys, and their  art  
master,  Phillips,  assisted on his occasional  
visits  by the sculptor,  Eric Gill . Certainly,  the 
ornateness of the new interior  and the 
connections  with  the catholic  Gill  caused some 
anxiety  at the time.

Photo of the ˪ĀÙĲ˫ altar on its circula r base with the 

marquetry cross hanging above , c. 1937



¢ëÙ ÓÙġÀíúÙÓ æĖĆĀġ Ćæ ġëÙ ˪ĀÙĲ˫ ÀúġÀĖ ˋc. 1937

That said, the new design went  
down  well  in many quarters . 
Frederick  ÑħŤƈŞħӧƏ son, 
William,  who like  his father  
went  on to become the 
Archbishop  of Canterbury,  
wrote  in the chapel archive  
book in 1943 Ӎ

 ᴆf have today  visited  the  
chapel  dedicated  by my 
father  sixty  years  ago. I  
greatly  admire  the  work  
recently  done for  its  dignity  
and  beauty  and  especially  
rejoice  that  so much  of this  
was  done by the  boys 
themselves .ᴇ



The Chapel ˟  interior facing the East End,  1959

Following  disagreements under  
the headship  of R.L. Roberts 
(Gorton had left  the school  in 
1942, to become the Bishop of 
Coventry),  the altar  and the 
large marquetry  cross were 
removed in 1947. 



¢ëÙ uĥÙÙĀ _ĆġëÙĖ˫Ě -ëÀíĖˋ1954

Ñņħҳ9ņĀƈħŞҳƲĀƏҳěħťƘƋĀŞҳƘŭҳƘņħҳÄƝħħťҳ~ŭƘņħƋӧƏҳ
visit in 1954. She attended a private music 
concert on June 4th as part of the celebrations 
to commemorate the 350 th anniversary of the 
foundation of the School. The special chair 
ěŭŤƈŞħƘħҳƲŉƘņҳƘņħҳÉěņŭŭŞӧƏҳěŭĀƘҳŭľҳĀƋŤƏҺҳƲņŉěņҳ
continues to be in active use in the Chapel 
today, was especially created for her by 
teachers, Jack Perrin and Bill Fisher. 



HM, The Queen Mother, signing the Chapel 

Book, 1954

She was led to the chair by Head 
Boy, Tom Holden (W 1949-54) 
who incidentally spent his 
national service under the 
guidance of a young Idi Amin 
(probably the only dictator to 
find his photo published in the 
7ŞƝťġħŞŞŉĀťҳĀƏҳƈĀƋƘҳŭľҳÑŭŤӧƏҳ§7ҳ
news sent back to the school!). 
The Queen Mother signed the 
Chapel Archive Book as part of 
her visit. 



Main school building with 

the chapel, by Charles H. 

Clark, c. 1960



It  was not until  1993, that  the Gorton altar  
was re-installed,  after  a group of Old 
Blundellians  successfully  bid  on it  at auction  
(it had been in a Coventry  Mother  and Baby 
home in the intervening  period) . At the time,  it  
was the largest amount  spent at auction  on a 
piece of pupil -created artwork!

 It  was also decided that  a copy of the original  
hanging marquetry  cross would  be created 
and Bill  Fisher, who  had worked  on the 
original  as a young man, was happy to 
undertake  the project . 

Sketch for the reinstated chapel cross, c. 1992/3



The most recent and substantial  
remodelling  of the chapel was in 
1980/81. Headmaster,  Clive 
Gimson, wished  to improve  the 
chapel as a vehicle  for  worship,  
and the Peter Blundell  Society 
kindly  put  up the money for  the 
building  of a small  chapel for  
private  prayer,  small  groups,  
confirmation  classes and week-
day communions . The Lady 
Chapel, was designed by Mr. Rag 
Squire (SH 1926-30) was 
described  as having ӦŉťƘħƋƈƋħƘħġ 
the brief  with  imagination  and 
ƏħťƏŉƘŉưŉƘƸӧ. 

Part of the Lady Chapel Extension plans c. 1980



The newest addition  to the Lady Chapel is this  
painting  which  OB, Sir Christopher  Ondaatje 
(P 1947-51), kindly  donated a few months  ago.  
The chapel remains  a place of prayer,  silence, 
contemplation  and peace in 2023. 

˪+ĖĆĲĀ -ëĖíĚġ˫ˋ ÌĴ zíĖ -ëĖíĚġĆēëÙĖ fĀÓÀÀġöÙˋphotographed in 2023



Music has always been an 
important  part  of chapel life,  
from  daily  hymn singing, 
services and evensong. 
Hardly  surprising,  the 
school choir  over the years 
has maintained  close 
connections  with  the chapel 
building . 

Evensong; 2021



The Bach Choir  
performed  
cĀťġħŞӧƏ Messiah 
on Easter Sunday 
in Chapel, March 
25th and then 
repeated the 
performance  in 
Exeter Cathedral  
as part  of the 
Festival of Britain,  
on June 21st 1951. 

Bach Choir, 1951



Choir picture, undated



Evensong; 2011



Programme for music 

concert, signed by 

participants, 1950



Chapel Choir, 2015


